Where the Small Contains the Great
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"And assemble the whole community at the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting" (Leviticus 8:3). Rebbi Elazar said: 'the whole’ of
Israel was 600,000 people, and you are saying 'at the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting’?!, it must be that this is one of the places
where the smaller contained the greater.

As in this case, "God said, 'Let the water below the sky be
gathered into one place' (Genesis 1:9). In the normal way of the
wortld, a person empties a full vessel into an empty vessel, but a
full vessel into a full vessel? The entire world was water amidst
water, and you're going to say, "let the water be gathered?" It
must be that this is one of the places where the smaller contained
the greater.

As in the case “Each of you take handfuls of soot from the kiln,"
(Exodus 9:8) Rav Huna said, "these handfuls (chofen, a tull
handful) are not like those handfuls (komerz, which only fills the
palm), these [&ometz, which is the amount the mishna says you
can hold to throw] are two for each chofen. So these [Aharon and
Moshe] scooped four half-handfuls (komer3), means his handful
(chofen) was eight half-handfuls (komerz). So you say, "and let
Moses throw it toward the sky [in the sight of Pharaoh]" (Exodus
8:9) in a single moment. It must be that this is one of the places
where the smaller contained the greater.

As in the case "The length of the enclosed courtyard shall be a
hundred cubits, and the width fifty throughout" (Exodus 27:18)
Rebbi Yosi bar Chalafta said, "the length of the courtyard was
one hundred cubits and all of Israel could stand in it?? This is
one of the places where the smaller contained the greater.

As in the case, "Moses and Aaron assembled the congregation in
front of the rock" (Bamidbar 20:10). Rav Chanin said "It was like
a kvara (a large round vessel, or very large rock), and all of Israel
could stand around it?? It must be that this is one of the places
where the smaller contained the greater.

So too in the Beit Hamikdash, as it teaches in the Mishna, "they
would stand crowded and bow spaciously." Rebbi Shmuel bar
Ivya in the name of Rebbi Aha said: there was a space of four
cubits for each and every person, a cubit on every side so that
one would not hear the voice of their fellow praying.
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Mishna Yoma 6:2 (and in the avoda in musaf on Yom Kippur)
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The High Priest comes over to the scapegoat, places both his hands upon it, and confesses. And he
would say as follows: Please, God, Your people, the house of Israel, have sinned, and done wrong,
and rebelled before You. Please, God, grant atonement, please, for the sins, and for the wrongs, and
for the rebellions that they have sinned, and done wrong, and rebelled before You, Your people, the
house of Israel, as it is written in the Torah of Moses Your servant, saying: “For on this day
atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you of all your sins; before the Lord you shall be
purified” (Leviticus 16:30). And the priests and the people standing in the Temple courtyard, when
they would hear the Explicit Name emerging from the mouth of the High Priest, when the High
Priest did not use one of the substitute names for God, they would kneel and prostrate themselves
and fall on their faces, and say: Blessed is the name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever
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Looking that is clean allows you to discern, to agree, to acknowledge (/’hodo?) what you have received
and to acknowledge (/’hodof) what you grasped. And here, consciousness perceives the excess and
you don’t hide it, it is not blocking you. Desire belongs as an internal state, internal insight of your
place, very internal insight, spiritual desire, and accepting what is happening. Sit with yourselves,
each person alone, and be truthful.



